Christianity has not been a vital and constant trait of
an "organic whole called western civilization; it was not
co-extensive and co-termical in area nor co-eval in age with
Western culture. It is an independent culture-trait with
independent diffusion. Created by an individual, Jesus
Christ, in a particular place, Palestine, some 2,000 years ago,
it spread from him to other individuals, who were very few
in number at the start and gradually increased in number as
time passed, and in all directions from the point of origin,
east, west, north and south, to Asia, to Europe, to Africa and
other parts of the world* Its spread was not uniform in
speed or direction or intensity. Since its birth, it divided
humanity into two exclusive groups, the Christian and the
non-Christian, not western and eastern. The two groups
are different for that single trait only, namely, Christianity*
Christianity has all along been welcomed by some individu-
als, opposed by some others, while others still were in-
different.

4. Science in East & West

Is science a constant trait of the pattern of Western
civilization ? Let us see what George Sarton, the historian
of science, has to say on the subject. " There is no doubt,"
he says, "that our earliest scientific knowledge is of oriental
origin."1 "The spirit of Greek science which accomplished
such wonders within a period of about five centuries was
essentially the western spirit, whose triumphs are the boast
of modern scientists. But we must bear in mind two im-
portant qualifications. First, that the foundations of that
Greek science were wholly Oriental, and howevar deep the
Greek genius, it is not certain that it could have built any-
thing comparable to its actual achievements without these

L   Sarton, THE  HISTORY OF SCIENCE AND THE NEW
HUMANISM; p. 81.
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